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HISTORICAL NOTE

Euclid was one of the great mathematical
thinkers of ancient times. He founded a
school in Alexandria during the reign of
Prolemy I, which lasted from 323 BC until
284 BC.

Euclid’s most famous mathematical writing is the
Elements. This work is the most complete study of
‘geometry ever written and has been a major source of
information for the study of geometric techniques, logic,
and reasoning. Despite writing a large number of books
on various mathematical topics, Euclid’s fame is still for
‘geometry, and he is often called “Father of Geomery”.

Alarge proportion of the information in the Elements was derived from previously written
works but the organisation of the material and the discovery of new proofs is credited to
Euclid.

‘The importance of the Elements is emphasized by the fact that it was used as a text book
for 2000 years until the middle of the 19th century. At this time a number of other texts
adapting Euclid’s original ideas began to appear, and the study and teaching of geometry
has since begun to follow a variety of paths.

Like many of the great mathematicians and philosophers, Euclid believed in study and
learning for its own merit rather than for the rewards it may bring.








